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INOAUH IV Tllli BKUINWINO OF HIS
LAST KKHSIOX OF CONUItENH.

The ciijItal of the United Statou of

America, D. 0., has a quite
peculiar system of government, and it
was discussed at some length la the
United States Senate on the Gth lnst. by
reason of Senator Ingalla, chairman of

the District of Columbia, having intro-

duced into the Senate a joint reuolutlon

which hud to do with its bonrd of

Senator Voorhees, in the course of his

remarks upon this matter, doclared:
1 undortako'to say that there is not bo

anomalous a spectacle amongst tho nations
of the earth at thin time as the city govern-
ment of Washington city.

We are a republic, at feast no called, and
the people govern, or at leant they are sup-
posed to govoru, everywhere iu the United
Statou except in the capital of thin frco

llere tho people can not be tiust-e- d,

for reasons that l will not dwell on at
thin time. But I confess that I am tired of
a military detail sharing in the government
of tho capital of tho freest nation in tho
world.

The Indiana Senator further explain
the mixed y state of affairs
that obtain there in the following talk:

A one-thir- d power in the government of
Washington city in a military detail from
tho army of the United StatoH. The gov.
ernmont itholf in a wort of receivership to
take charge of tho affairs of tho capital, its
franchises, tho rights of tha people, taxa-
tion, quotations of improvement and the like.

Now how a military ofllcer of the mighty
rank of captain becomes educated for the
administration of a great city like this is
past my I would like to
nee Rome other plan tried for the comple-
tion and rounding out of thin receivership
besides going to young army ofllccrn. The
army officers who are subject to thin detail
have never read law; they know no law ex-

cept the rules that govern them in the army;
they have never mixed with the people; so
they know not what the people may dosire.
They have no popular instincts; they have
no habits that nave ever caused them to be
informed as to the management of a mu-
nicipality, either a state, a county, a town-
ship or a road district. Their businese is
not in tho line of civil life, and this whole
system to my mind is a burlowiue on com-
mon sense, and it ought to be stopped at the
earliest practicable moment.

This eminent publicist thus further
speaks:

I protest against placing one-thir- d of the
power to govern this city in the hands of in-

competent person persons not educated,
not experienood in civil government at all,
who carry into that office down here at the
wot of the hill simply their arbitrary and

sometimes insolent methods of disponing of
business that cornea before them. I would
rather have men who, like some of the rent
of us, have had to mix with the poople, to
rub up against them, mingle with them and
learn their wants some place outside of a
camp or an olllce in the war department.

"Our only Ingalla" followed the "tall
Sycamore of the Wabash" in the follow-

ing language:
I have been Homewhat familiar with the

condition of a Hairs here for many years,
having been a member of this committee
for ten or twelve years and its chairman for
at least half that number of years, and I
will say that the government of this district
is an absolute despotism. It ia an anomaly
in municipal government. This is the only
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place on this continent, at leant under the
American Hag, where the people have no
voice whatever in the administration of
their own local affairs. They have nothing
to say about the imposition of taxes; they
have no voice in the selection of those who
are to be tlacod over them for tho adminis
tratiou of the functions of government, and
it is not wholly to the praise of republican
institutions that it is tho bent governed city
there is in the United states of America.

This gaud Senator, who dazzles some

what superficial observers with hU glit
tering whotie touchstone of
true government, lies in hla nioet highly
chorlBhed solecism, "Politics is the meta
physics of forco," thus continues to da
fend his "absolute deapotlflai :"

Tnere is no community of a similar nam
ber of mon, women and children whore tho
conditions of human happineHS are no
aboniEant as they are here, and there is no
similar community within my knowledge
where t'io conditions of prosperity are more
stable and permanent; and it is no exaggor
ation to say that whatever may have been
the local dilUoulties, whatever may have
been the disturbances and the (friction that
have arisen from time to time, thero in no
municipal cummunity on this continent that
is as well governed and as cheaply governed
as tho city of Washington.

I submit that the government of this Dis-

trict is not open to obnoxious criticisms
when compared with the governments of
cities like UoHton, JNew York, l'hiladolphia,
Ilaliimore, Chicago, St. Louis and Han
Francisco. It will bear inspection and com-
parison with them all.

Do Kanaas farmers, Kannaa mechan-
ics, Kansas tollers generally among the
common, sturdy, (Jod-fearln- men-lovin-

plain poople, feel to commend with

the moot copious profusion the foregoing
ploa In behalf of autocratic class govern-

ment, bo glibly proclaimed by this gifted
Senator of supreme,

They might turn from this enthusiastic
outburst of majestic eloquence In behalf
of "popular and notice

the following from Hon. Henry W. Blair,
the senior Senator from New Hampshire,
"the old Granite Btate:"

I do not coincide with the remarks of the
distinguished chairman of tho oommitteo
on the District of Columbia in his state
ment with reference to tho government of
this District. I believe it to be as he states
it to be, a despotism. I believe it to be a
corroding canker at the heart of the institu
tions of the United States. I believe it to
be an which, unions reversed
and extirpated from tho body-politi- c, will
ultimately lead the way to disasters and
troublos in our government not different
from thon winch resulted to tho govern
ment of France from the nature of Parisian
society.

I do not believe this to be a well governed
city. There may be peace here a there is
in Warvaw. but the people of tho District of
Columbia das, re the privilege of freemen,
and if you put the question to a vote y

fit the District of Columbia nine-tenth- s of
the people who live within its borders would
vote for a popular form of government.
They are republican in the large, broad
eenso which includes democracy, and they
dceire liberal institution. They desire here
at tho cmUt, at the heart of this great com-
monwealth, these should be an illustration
of their existence and of their practical
workings. They believe that the city of
Washington should be a model republic,
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generalities,

superhuman,

Institutions'?)

instrumentality

subject only to those limitations which at-

tach to the great exterior regulations of the
commonwealth at large.

Could there havo been a more manly,
sturdy rebuke of tue mouthlngs of this
senior Senator from Kansas than tho fol-

lowing from Senator Illair:

These freemen desire representation.
They desire it upon the tloors of both
Houses of CongroHs; they desire representa-
tion in this Senate and they ought to have
it. They ought to have a vote in the Senate.
They desire representation in tho other
lloiiso and they would have it y if they
had the rights of American freemen or freo-me- n

of any description whatever. The
Senator from Kansas, in his eulogium upon
despotism as illustrated here, does not voioe
the principles of tho American constitution
of American freedom or the desires of the
Americsn peoplo who resido within the
limits of the District of Columbia.

I have some knowledge in regard to this
matter us well ait the Senator, and I join
issue with him on the abortion that tho peo- -

5lo here desire tho form of government
which they livo. which is, as the Senator

from Kansas says, like the government of
Warsaw, a despotism in tho very Houl of
American institutions.

Hon. Joseph N. Dolph, the studious
Senator from far-oi- l Oregon, followed
Senator Illalr iatheBO words:

Mr. President, I agree with the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mr. lilair) in regard
to tho character of the government of the
city of Washington, and I do not think it is
any reason for the continuation of the pres-
ent ffovernmont to say that it has succeeded
in maintaining order and protecting life
and property. It is against the spirit of our
institutions; it is not democratic; it is

and it is nn anomaly.
The general worthlessnesB, practically

speaking, of almost eighteen consecutive
years of Senatorial eervce is thus most
freely stated by Senator Dolph in the fol-

lowing criticism of tho system:

But that was not what I rose to talk about.
If the hunioossof the board of Commission-
ers of tho district in transacted an suggested
by the Senator from Kansas, that is a great-
er anomaly than even the government of
this district. I never heard of such a thing
an a board possessing such powers an the
commissioners of the district have; being in
session or not in session at the disposition
of one or two of them every day ic the yoar.

The criticism I had to make upon the
oint resolution offered by the Senator from
(ausas, was that to far as anything upon

the face of it appears, it would be cum po-

tent for two of these commissioners at any
time to got together and transact important
business without notification to the other
commissioner, that they were about to as-

semble and act an a board, and it would
seem to bo authority for any two to hold a
board meeting nt any time without notifi-
cation to the third. Sol propose to insert
after the wordn "acting as a board" the
provision "that it shall be at a stated meet-
ing or at any special meeting of which all
were notified."

Senator John II. Reagan, of Texas,
held up to view, Senator lngalls' deliber
ate statement, "There Is no municipal
community on this continent that is

a? cheaply governed as the city of Wash-

ington;" by presenting the following
figures which he hod gathered from
the appropriation bills In behalf of

the district:
The regular annual estimate for appro
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priations for the district of Columbia for
tho fiscal year Wl was J5,:W),IH.L7 The
annual etimato for the year LHl'tt in $.",l'0,.
1115.17. The regular annual appropriations
for IWl amounted to J5,7Gi),Mi.l3. In

to tho regular annual appropriations
made for that year, we appropriated for
Koek Creek park $1 UUOWO during the last
tension, and wo appropriated for a bathing
beach $:i,(N)0, and for zoological garden
$!)13,1XX), making the appropriations for this
district during the last snnnion and for the
present fiscal year 7,(MM,rll.l5 about aa
much, I bo leva, as it costs to carry on the
state government of the great state of New
York, with its 0,lH.X),()00 inhabitants; twice as
much; yea, more tlmti it takes to pay the
whole expenses of the great stato of Texas,
with its two and a half millions of popula-
tion, including its expenditure for educa-
tion and other purposes.

I am sure tho Senator did not think of
these things or he would not have said this
was the cheapest governed city in tho coun-
try. It has occurred to me frequently that
the enormous expense for this mn thaa
;KX),()!J0 people denervos a scrutinizing inves-
tigation by a committee. Something ought
to be done to reduce theso appropriations.
I may agree with the Senator from Kansas
that there aro more of tho means of human
comfort in this city than in any other place
in the United States. That is easily ac-

counted for by the fact that weekly, mil-
lions of dollars aro paid out to bo distributed
among the poople.

Senator Ueaan, In the following re-

cital, gave our Mr. Ingalla a fresh exhibi-
tion of hla own general dullness as to
any actual comprehension of how little
labor really has Its own:

Why, Mr. President, tho man who travols
through the rural parts of this country any-
where and sees the population that labor In
the fields and in the shops, and sees their
condition and then comrares it with tho
most humble part of the population
in this city will find that here even tho fread-mo- n

aro infinitely bettor dressed than the
laboring population in tho rural farts of
any portion of these United States. It
comes from tho fact of the pouring out of
millions of dollars a month here, whore a
littlo labor commands hiuh wagos, and that
accounts for the fact that we have a popula-
tion crowding in here after employment
and olilcen beyond the capacity of the gov-
ernment to givo employment to and beyoud
the means of furnishing pay.

Men and brethren, women and daters,
who have made Kansas the home of your
adoption, those of you who havo not
been bora upon its sacred soli where
can be the possible gratification in the
thought that Kansas would continue for
six years more a patrician in the United
States Senate? A man who is not to the
manor born, but who Is well fitted to be
the most abject tool of a soulless oli-

garchy. JJut happily Kansas freemen
settled this matter on November i, 1800.

Bee those handsome 101 piece dinner
sets for $10, at Farnsworth & Brlcs-maid'- s,

503 Kansas avenue, Topeka.

riunos and OrgM.ni.
Ho! everyone, who would go where

you can got value received for your
money, Kansas .City Piano Co., 1123
Main fjfrMf. Knnna Cifv. 1n . df?W
you the beat Pianos and Organs In the

write for catalogue of prices and we will
Interest you. O. H. (Jurnx, Vte&X


